
April 2010 

 

Wednesday 

May 12 

7PM 

At ACC 

       Discover whatôs new in our neighborhood at our annual 

meeting at the Albuquerque Country Club on May 12h at 7 PM.   

David Campbell, City Chief Administrative Officer; Counselor Ike 

Benton; Barbara Baca, the new Director of  the Cityôs Parks and 

Recreation Department, and Rae Mason, Commander of APD 

Valley Division will be present to meet you and address any 

concerns you might have.   

       You can learn about Neighborhood Patrol, a new program 

we are about to start (details on page 4).  We will also have a 

table with tips about recycling. 

        Finally there will be a discussion and vote about a circular 

flower garden at the point where Laguna, Park and San 

Pasquale intersect.  (details on the page 2). 

I hope to see all of you at the annual meeting. 

Rex Throckmorton 

 President  

 

This year our annual sale dates will be 

Friday, May 21 and Saturday, May 22.   

We encourage neighbors to have individ-

ual or joint sales at their homes.  In addi-

tion HCNA will sponsor a sale location at 

Forrest Park open to everyone.  There 

will be email blasts with more information 

as the date nears. 

 

 

 

               SUNDAY, MAY 2 

The 25th Annual Run for the Zoo is ñrunningò in our neighbor-
hood. To ensure participant safety, there are temporary road closures 
from 6am ð 12pm: 

� Alcalde between Tingley & Kit Carson 

� Kit Carson between Alcalde & Laguna 

� Laguna between Kit Carson & Park 

� Franz Huning at San Patricio to San Carlos 

� Park between Laguna & 8th 

APD will help residents exit at Park &14th in a safe, organized manner.  

 

For more info visit: www.runforthezoo.org 

Log on to Huningcastle.com 

View the past newsletters, 

coming events,  

HCNA Alert Link 

NEIGHBORHOOD-WIDE YARD SALE  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
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     A great annual meeting has been planned for you this year and I hope all of you can come.  

Guest speakers will be able to answer almost every conceivable question affecting our 

neighborhood from crime to parks to city administration.  So bring your questions and meet 

the people who protect and make policy for us while keeping our neighborhood beautiful.   

     There is one business item to be discussed at the meeting.  Your HCNA Board believes 

that something must be done about the intersection of Laguna, Park and San Pasquale.  Traf-

fic through that intersection is often fast and dangerous to the many walkers who try to cross 

that expanse every day, and the intersection is ugly.  With the help of Jim Graf, an architect 

who lives in our area, we have prepared a very rough draft of a circular flower garden that 

could be placed in the center of this intersection.  A sketch of the garden appears on the fol-

lowing page.  You will note that the garden is not large but it is large enough that it should 

slow traffic, and it should also add some beauty to an otherwise large expanse of ordinary 

road.   

     One thing everyone should know is that this sketch is merely preliminaryðany final plan 

would have to come from the Cityôs Parks and Recreation department in consultation with the 

City traffic engineers.  The HCNA board has had preliminary discussions with Councilor Ben-

ton and Parks and Recreation about this project, and we believe they will support the effort. In 

addition, the Albuquerque Country Club endorses the project.   The HCNA Board believes this 

flower garden will add value to our community by calming traffic and spicing up a drab inter-

section.  We hope you agree and that you will vote to authorize the Board to continue its ef-

forts to make this happen. 

     Spring is here which brings us to the most important job the HCNA Board has, and that is 

to make sure our parks and common areas are appropriately maintained.  Huning Castle has 

five parks within its boundaries which are a lot considering our small area.   Those parks are 

Kit Carson, Forest, Oxnard, Laguna median and the San Pasquale median.  HCNA has been 

in touch with the new Director of Parks and Recreation, Barbara Baca, and she shares our 

views about the importance of preserving the tree canopy and the parks in our neighborhood.  

The Board will continue to make our parks its top priority. 

     Finally, I urge all of you who have a complaint or suggestion about our neighborhood to 

contact me or anyone on the Board.  We canôt do anything about a problem if we donôt know 

about it. 

 

See you all at the meeting on May 12th. 

 

Rex Throckmorton 

President 

  MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

A great big thanks  to Jim 

Graf for creating the flower 

garden sketch  
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Preliminary Sketch of  

Circular Flower Garden  
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MAY IS RENEWAL TIME FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE HCNA 

HCNA will be sending you the 2010-2011 membership renewal invoice in the mail.   

Last year we had 150 members. Our membership goal is 200  

    household memberships so that when we speak, people will listen. 

 Help us reach that goal! 

Without your support we cannot sponsor special activities, publish the newsletter , 

or light the parks on Christmas Eve.   

(No monies go to the neighborhood cocktail parties.) 

Æ YES! I want to be a member of the Huning Castle Neighborhood Association. 

Æ YES! I want to be on the email lists for the HCNA crime alert and notice of events affecting the neighbor-
hood and monthly cocktail parties. 

My email address is: 

Family Names:   

Address: 

Phone:    

Dues are $15.00 per year per Household. 

$25.00 per year per Business 

Make checks payable to HCNA and mail to: 

Macon Mc Crossen, Membership Chairperson 
420 15th Street SW, Albuquerque, NM  87104 

 

      HCNA Board is considering implementing a Neighborhood Association Patrol.    The Neighborhood Pa-

trol seeks to work with the City of Albuquerque and the Albuquerque Police Department to promote crime 

prevention and public safety awareness.  

      The Patrol's mission is to mobilize the "eyes and ears" of our residents so they identify and report crime 

and/or suspicious activity immediately. Safety is a priority.  Working as a team, two neighbors ride slowly 

around the neighborhood at unannounced times. Their purpose is limited to reporting any suspicious vehi-

cles or activity, NOT to become personally involved with the situation.   

The city provides training sessions and educates  

participants in the legal issues. If the patrol plan is implemented,  

volunteers will devote only one or two hours per month.    

      HCNA representatives will be available at the Annual Meeting  

information table to answer questions and sign up volunteers.    

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering, contact 

Susan Walsh 345-0504 

Jennifer Bean Alverson 681-9324 

Tom Moses 842-0158 

Neighborhood Association Patrol 
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A special thank you to all 

of the generous 

businesses who support 

this newsletter. 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
        Neighborhood Watch is the program currently established in the neighborhood that provides a link 

between the police department and citizens interested in enjoying a crime free quality of life. Blocks that 

are organized and active benefit from less crime, and positive social interaction with neighbors. The pro-

posed Neighborhood Patrol is a program that would supplement, not replace,  Neighborhood Watch. 

        Neighborhood Watch programs are often  organized for a variety of reasons. Residential and auto 

burglaries, auto thefts, vandalism or suspicious behavior are just a few.  A Neighborhood Watch can 

formalize the process of  bringing people together. .It supports the concept of neighbors getting to know 

each other and establishing trusted neighbors who can rely on one another for help and assistance. 

        The Watch program depends on residents within a city block banding together to join the Cityôs 

community policing program. 

How to start a Neighborhood Watch:  

1. Organize and host a Neighborhood Watch meeting. 

2. Contact Steve Sink, APD Senior Crime Prevention Specialist., at 924-3600. 

3. Mr. Sink will provide the block representative a ñstarter packageò and schedule a crime pre-

vention specialist to attend the block meeting. 

The following residents have volunteered to organize a Block Neighborhood Watch in their areas: 

 Macon McCrossen, 420 15
th
 St SW. (836-1060). 

 Clark Hardgrave, 417 15
th
 St SW. (243-6364). 

 Jennifer Bean, 312 Laguna Blvd. SW. (247-8789). 

 Lynn HighTower, 1711 Los Alamos SW. (247-3009). 

 Peggy Smith, 1710 San Carlos SW. (244-0438). 

 Susan Walsh, 1707 San Cristobal SW. (345-4449). 

      If you have questions or would like a pamphlet on Neighborhood Watch please contact Tom Moses, 

1512 Los Alamos SW,  842-1808. As a courtesy you may want to inform Tom Moses, Clark Hardgrave, 

417 15
th
 St SW, 243-6364, or Harvey Buchalter, 1615 Kit Carson SW, 247-2602 if you are organizing a 

block watch. This will let the Neighborhood Watch association know where there is coverage.  

 

Report any and all crimes to  

APD at 242-COPS Franz Huning designed his home from childhood 

memories of the castles lining the Rhine River 

Valley and from his later interest in the East coast 

Italianate architecture revival. 

During the years of construction on the Huning 

Castle, the Huning family lived in a large adobe 

house at 1801 Central Avenue SW.  The house 

still exists as part of  Manzano Day School. 

See more about Franz Huning and the castle that 

gave its name to our neighborhood on the next 

page. 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
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Who will fill the new board positions?  At the annual HCNA meeting 

on Wednesday, May 12th, 7PM at the Albuquerque Country Club, four Directors 

will be elected to the Board of the HCNA.  Service on the Board can be very grati-

fying because you will have an opportunity to learn about events that are taking 

place in the neighborhood and also meet new people.  But most importantly, you 

will be doing your neighborhood a service.  The Board meets for two hours on the third 

Wednesday of each month and conducts its business in an informal and collegial manner.  If you are interested in be-

coming a Board Director, please contact Rex Throckmorton at 244-9066 or by email at rthrockmorton@msn.com.  

HCNA Board of Directors  

      Franz Huningôs Castle 
       After leaving Germany in 1848 at the age of 21,  Franz Huning and his brother Charles opened a 

very successful store in Albuquerque in 1857, then a town of 600 inhabitants.  Around 1853 he purchased 

700 acres of land between the new town of Albuquerque and the Rio Grande, where he built his home on 

the land that is now occupied by the Huning Castle apartments. 

      In 1881 he designed the house, known as Huning Castle, placing that name over the entry door and 

on the window shades.  In addition to the German and Italian influence, the jigsaw ornamentation from 

New England, known as French Renaissance or General Grant style, also became part of his design. 

     The castle, which took three years to build, was constructed with three foot thick walls made of ter-

rone. The terrones, an adobe brick, were cut directly out of the sod in the meadow by the house. The root 

systems in the sod bound the mud bricks.  A total of 250,000 terrones were used in the building, costing 

$11 per thousand for a total of $2750.  Wood sheathing, painted white, covered the terrone walls.  The 

wood was framed at the corners by boards, beveled to look like stone. 

     Huning brought the doors and double-hung windows in from Chicago.  Elaborate wood moldings en-

cased doors and windows.  The jigsaw wood carving which graced the exterior was done in St. Louis.  A 

twelve foot wide porch ran the length of the front and the entire back of the house.  The grand entrance to 

the castle was through a large archway on the first level of a three story tower.  The flat-roofed main 

building boasted a fine, lacy iron trim on top. 

      Another adobe building a short distance away was built as a tower to match the castleôs design.  It 

housed a windmill which supplied water for the house, the landscaped gardens and fountains.  The bath-

room in the main house was one of the first in New Mexico with running water.  The back of the house 

had storage rooms and summer and winter kitchens.  A hallway from these back rooms, 14 feet wide, 

extended 60 feet to the front of the house and its rooms.  . 

      The ceilings in the first floor rooms were 16 feet high.  Many rooms had bay windows as well as ac-

cess to the porches on both the first and second floors.  In all there were 13 enormous rooms and two 

huge hallways.  A huge grand piano, disassembled for the journey, was brought from St. Louis by oxcart. 

Huning installed a pipe organ in the second floor tower room.  Walnut paneling covered the lower part of 

walls on the first floor.  Crimson drapes hung over the windows. Second floor rooms were wallpaperedð

an innovation in New Mexico in that era. On Christmas Day, 1883 the family moved into the castle.  

      The grounds must have been even more spectacular than the house.  Franz Huning planted hun-

dreds of trees. To the existing large cottonwoods he added rows of fruit trees, poplars, Osage orange, 

catalpa, Japanese umbrella and walnut trees .  A city block long arbor supported grape vines, in addition 

to a vineyard for wine grapes.  Huning made his own wine, hiring barefoot workmen to tramp out the 

juice.  An aviary, the size of a small house, kept his collection of rare and exotic birds.  Fountains and ga-

zebos dotted the green lawn. He also installed a long, winding pond, visited by wild ducks and stocked 

with German carp. In front an ornamental iron fence surrounded the castle. 

      It was in this idyllic setting that Franz Huning spent more and more of his time, tending to the estate 

work and resting in his library reading books and magazines in four languages. 

 Information compiled by Macon McCrossen from Old Houses of New Mexico and The People  Who Built Them , by Sytha Motto, 

Calvin Horn Publisher, Albuquerque, 1972. 
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    Summer is approaching. Are you ready for that date 

night with your spouse or need an afternoon nanny for the 

kids while you get some work done around the house. Or 

maybe you want to hire kids to do yard work for you while 

you play with your children? If the answer is YES it is time to 

call Kid Connection and talk with Diane Souder. She main-

tains the list of teenagers available for sitting or helping you 

work around the house.  Diane can be contacted at home, 

243-8309, or by e-mail, diane_souder@nps.gov. 

     If your kids would like to be on the neighborhood list of 

workers and sitters contact Diane with the names and ages 

of the children you have at home.  Also include a notation if 

your child is available for babysitting, lawn mowing, dog 

walking or other chores.  Please list the parentsô names, 

address, phone numbers and e-mail for your family and a 

list of names and ages for your children.  This list will only 

be distributed to families who participate in the list or names 

can be given out for neighborôs looking for help.   

The boundaries of the  

Huning Castle Neighborhood are:  

On the North 
The northern boundary of the Albuquerque C.C., 

 San Pasquale and Central Avenue 

On the East 
14th Street 

On the South 
Alcalde Drive 

 Do you have a new neighbor?  We want to 

give a royal welcome to new people so give our 

Welcome Wagon person, Kylene Wing, a call at 

764-3044. 

Welcome Wagon 

We can take care of your winter 
clothes and get you ready for 

spring and summer celebrations 
We are open M-F from 7am-6pm Bring 

in your dry cleaning  

7am-8:30am for a 15% discount 

   Are you in the Neighborhood?  
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